
PHSC Newsletter 
VOLUME 35  
 Tuesday, November 17th, 2009 
Phone:  9389 0600  Fax:  9387 0108 
World Wide Web http://www.phsc.vic.edu.au Email: mailbox@phsc.vic.edu.au 
 

TERM 4 2009  
November 
25 Year 10 exams begin 
25 Evening Working Bee 
26 Cabaret 
30 Year 10 into Year 11 Transition Program begins  
30  Council 
30  Peer Support Training begins (Yr 9) 
 
December 
2  Parent Forum: 7.30pm 

3  Book Swap 
4  Final day of formal Year 10 program 
8  Grade 6 into Year 7 Orientation Day 
11 End of Year Activities begin 
16 School Picnic for Years 7 to 11 
17  Clean-Up Day 
18 Last Day of school 
February 
1  Classes resume for all students 

From the Principal 
Sun Smart  and Sport 
At this time of year the sun’s intensity is 
equivalent to mid-January’s.  Coming out of 
winter we tend to be less alert to the impact of 
UV as we are in the summer months, even 
though the potential for skin damage is the same.  
We ask that you support our Sun Smart program 
by reminding your child to bring a hat on the days 
they have PE or sport.  Outdoor activities are 
generally organised under shade where possible 
but this does not give full protection.  The College 
also provides sun block cream for student use 
which is located on the table outside the General 
Office.  Students can access this at any time.  
 
VCE Art/Technology Exhibition 
The VCE Art exhibition will remain in situ until 
Wednesday 18th November.  Feel free to have a 
look if you are in the School.  It is a terrific display 
of creativity, talent and the nurturing culture 
within the Arts/Technology faculties. Thank you 
to everyone who attended the official opening last 
Wednesday to celebrate one of the premier 
events on the school calendar. 
 
John Stone 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Text of the announcement read to the College 
community before the last post was played by 

Lena Douglas (pictured above) on November the 
11th, Remembrance Day: 

We would like as a community to honour the fallen in 
all wars involving Australia, and also to assert the 

terrible nature of armed conflict. The men and women 
who participated in these conflicts did so in the belief 
that their actions would safeguard a better future for 

their country, and we honour their commitment in 
risking and sacrificing their lives in an attempt to 

achieve this. We also acknowledge as a community 
that armed conflict occurs when leaders and decision 

makers are unable to achieve outcomes that 
recognise our common humanity, and we hope that 
our world is moving toward a future without the need 

for war. 
 

WORKING BEES 
Princes Hill was a recipient this year of significant 
funding from the Federal Government, as a part of 
their Building the Education Revolution program, to 
enhance our facilities. We are planning to refurbish a 
number of level three classrooms with this funding. 



 
On Wednesday the 25th of November we will be 
holding a Working Bee here at the College to 
complete a range of tasks in these level three rooms. 
Tasks will include: moving furniture, removing wall 
fittings, moving items for storage, throwing out 
unwanted items. The Working Bee will commence at 
4.00pm and will conclude at around 8.00pm. A 
barbecue will be held during the evening. 
 
Please email me at 
goodman.john.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
if you are able to attend. 
 
John Goodman 
 

Annual Mirrimbah Working Bee 

 
Get your working clothes and tools together and sign 
up for this marvellous activity. It’s a great opportunity 
for you to make a real difference to your children’s 
experience at school, to get to meet lots of other 
parents and staff and work, eat great food, drink and 
be merry in the best natural environment in Victoria. 
Now is the time to commit to this fantastic event. It’s 
on in three weekends. 
Some of the things we’ll be doing are: gardening; 
touch-up painting inside and outside; maintenance to 
door and window furniture; tidying the kitchen and 
pantry; putting a waterproof layer on the pizza oven; 
wood collecting; roof sweeping; replacing fence posts; 
and lots of other small tasks. 
You don’t have to be skilled  (there’s lots of things 
you can do), but if you do have skills in any of these 
areas they would be useful. 
Power tools, hand tools, gardening tools, 
chainsaw, trailer, painting gear, ladders, all 
needed.  
The dates are: Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th 
November . Some parents are coming up on Friday 
afternoon to make a start, bright and early, on 
Saturday. Others are coming up early Saturday 
morning. We want to have all the work done by 
lunchtime on Sunday so there’s plenty of time to get 
home before dark. 
Dinner Saturday is roast duck and lamb! 

 
Contact Brian Pender if you can come or for more 
details. 
93890639 or pender.brian.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

PHSC PARENTS’ AND CARERS’ FORUM 
Next meeting to be held 7.30 to 9.00pm Wednesday 
2nd December. The topic will be a discussion around 
the school values, with a view to contributing to the 
next school Strategic Plan. 
 
At our Inaugural General Meeting the following 
Parents' and Carers' Forum members were elected 
as office bearers, as required by our constitution: 
President - Arnaud Gallois, Treasurer - Susan 
O'Leary and Secretary - Margaret Pledger. 
 
Thank you to Principal, John Stone, for chairing the 
election of office bearers and to Paul James, 
Director of the Global Cities Institute and a parent of 
the school, for his thought-provoking presentation 
on globalisation and education. Notes from his talk 
will be available on our blog and by email or phone 
request (all contact details below). 
 
PHSCparentsforum@gmail.com 
phscparentsforum.blogspot.com 
Arnaud Gallois 9410 9491 
Susan O'Leary  9317 9089, 0428 504 852 
Margaret Pledger 9481 8175, 0430 670 630 
         �
 
From the Parent Liaison Coordinator: 
Don’t forget to book your tickets for the Cabaret 
through www.trybooking.com/COD  
or through the College office.  Table reservations 
can be made by contacting Morgana, either via 
email, morgana@phsc.vic.edu.au  or by phone on 
0431 958 268. 
 
Bookings are essential, for catering purposes, if 
you wish to dine with us. 
 
PHSC Cabaret Evening 
 
Princes Hill Secondary College 

Cabaret Evening  
 

Thursday 26 th  November from 
6.30pm onwards 

Arnold Street, Carlton North 
for an evening of superb entertainment from across 

the artistic fields of our diverse and talented 
community. Your attendance is required at the first 
instalment of what we hope will be an annual event. 

 
Dinner can be purchased separately on the night but 
pre-booking is essential for catering  purposes .  
On offer will be a delicious selection of curries… 

 
Tickets for the performance are $8.00 per person, on 
sale through www.trybooking.com/COD  or through 
the College office. Children under 12 and students 

performing on the night are free. 
 

This is a whole community event… All welcome ! 



 
(If you would like to request a table reservation please 

advise Morgana Te Pauae via email on 
morgana@phsc.vic.edu.au  or on 0431 958 268 

 
Cabaret Support 
 
Parent Support 
We need willing parents to help with the cooking for 
the Cabaret. If you are available please let me know 
as the show is just around the corner…. 
 
We also need helpers for the evening to set up and 
clean up!!!  The show cannot go on without the 
wonderful help and support of parents who work 
behind the scene! 
 
MC for the Evening 
Any brilliant Master or Mistress of Ceremonies  out 
there who would like to run the show? WE NEED 
YOU!  Please contact me via email, 
morgana@phsc.vic.edu.au or on my mobile 0431 958 
268 
 
Rice Cookers 
We need to borrow your rice cookers for the Cabaret 
Evening, if you are able to lend one then please put 
your name on it and send it in to the office… How else 
will we cook all that rice!  
 
Outdoor Lighting 
Does anyone have any outdoor lighting and or 
lanterns we could use on the night? Please let me 
know. 
 
Festival Planning Meeting 
Co-ordinators for the Festival 
The Festival Steering Committee is up and running 
and we are looking for more parents to come on 
board and help co-ordinate some of the many aspects 
of next year’s Festival. 
 
We have had a wonderful response from the 
community and, in particular, from parents who have 
been involved in previous Festivals but we still need 
more enthusiastic parents to join us so, if you have 
ever thought you would like to help out on a BIG 
community project, then now is the time… 
 
Thank you to those who attended the last meeting 
and to Lisa Devereux for facilitating the meeting in my 
absence.  The next Festival Planning Meeting is 
Wednesday 18 th November at 6pm in the Staffroom. 
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Parents who hold a current Family Benefits or 
Pension Card have until Friday 26th February 2010  
to apply for EMA. Please note that the card needs to 
be valid at 27 January 2010. You will need to 
complete the application form, available from the 

General Office. Please ensure your card is brought in 
to be photocopied. 
 

VCE STUDENTS YEAR 2010 
Compulsory attendance is required at the Course 
Confirmation Day on Wednesday December 9  
@10.45 (periods 3&4).  
School reports may also be collected. 
 

Year 11 Key Dates  
·  Year 11 transition into year 12: Nov 16 – 

20 
·  Students are expected to attend all 

classes and to complete all set work by 
the beginning of next school year. 

VCE Course Confirmation: periods 3&4, 
Wednesday December 9.   

 
VET CHARGES 

�

Students must pay for any VET courses prior to 
December 4th 2009.  If payment difficulties occur, 
progressive payments are acceptable. 
 
If full payment is not received by February 1st 2010, 
students will be unable to proceed with the subject. 
 
These are the final costings for VET subjects. 

Applied Design (Games) $220.00 
Applied Design (Theatre) $220.00 
Applied Fashion $380.00 
Building & Construction – Carpentry $320.00 
Business Administration $220.00 
Community Recreation $420.00 
Community Services $320.00 
Creative Industries Media (Broadcasting) $270.00 
Dance $220.00 
Digital Media $170.00 
Engineering $480.00 
Furnishings $670.00 
Hospitality & Kitchen Operations $500.00 
IT $350.00 
Music Performance $190.00 
Music Production (Technical) $170.00 
Make-up $570.00 

 
Complimentary Family Passes to VCE 
Success Seminar for Yr 9/10/11/12 Students. 
Get set for 2010 by attending an upcoming 90-minute 
VCE Success Seminar. Learn the secrets top 
performers use to excel in VCE. Limited seats, email 
www.VCEsuccess.com.au/free or call (03) 9531 0531. 
 
 
Vietnam Tour 2010: Year 11 students take 
note. 
An educational and cultural tour is being organized for 
Year 11 students to Vietnam. This year the first 
Vietnam tour commenced and it was a stunning 
success, with students enthusiastically reporting high 
levels of learning as well as achieving a genuine 
sense of cultural understanding, not to mention the 



challenges of crawling through Vietcong tunnels, 
exploring fabulous caves and canoeing through the 
jungle! 
 
Tailored for students undertaking such subjects as 
International Studies and Twentieth Century History, 
the camp will be available to all Year 11 students as it 
affords a unique opportunity to be immersed in a 
cultural and historical experience that intersects with 
courses run across other levels at PHSC. 
 The fully guided tour will provide an opportunity to 
extend students’ understanding of one of our nearest 
and more important neighbours, as well as to 
examine such forces as migration, trade and 
globalization, the impact of global conflicts, the role of 
the United Nations and Australian foreign policies. 
An itinerary is being finalized and it is envisaged it will 
include guided tours of such places as the French- 
inspired capital of Hanoi, the ancient capital of Hue, 
magical Hoi An, and the buzzing commercial centre of 
Ho Chi Minh City(Saigon). It is anticipated that visits 
to the Mekong Delta, the Chu Chi underground tunnel 
complex, museums, schools/universities, palaces, 
war graves, and a cruise on the stunning Halong Bay 
will be included, as well as opportunities for cooking 
and meeting local families and students. 
 
The expected cost for a 10-day tour will be in the 
order of $2750, fully inclusive of airfares, taxes, 
meals, accommodation, entry fees, guides, cruises, 
visas, insurance etc. This represents a saving in 
the order of $700 on the cost for the 2009 trip, du e 
to the current strength of the Australian dollar. 
 
The dates are being finalized and will be programmed 
for the later part of July (a tentative date of July 17 
has been set for departure) following midyear exams, 
so as to minimize disruption to studies. 
 
Full details will be provided shortly and those 
interested in undertaking this adventure will need to 
express an interest by November 27 via email to 
Grant McMurdo, grantm@phsc.vic.edu.au   
 
A graduated system of payment will be 
established and a non-refundable deposit of $500 
will be required by February 8. Final payment 
needs to be made 65 days prior to departure. 
Hence, payments will need to be finalized by April 8 . 
 
 
 
Music News  
Instrumental Re-Enrolment Forms 2010  
Instrumental Re-enrolment forms for 2010 are being 
distributed to current music students this week. The 
re-enrolment form is due back by Friday 4 th 
December .  Payment is to be made to the General 
Office either by cheque/cash or credit card payment.  
If the form is not received by this date it will be 
assumed that your child does not wish to continue 
with the instrumental music program. 
Please note that re-enrolment forms can be located 

on the School intranet. 
 
New Enrolments 2010  
If your child wishes to learn a music instrument for 
2010, please contact the Music Department. 
Enrolment forms can be obtained from the Music 
Department or located on the School intranet. 
 
Year 7 2010 Music Registration Afternoon-
Tuesday 8 th December, 3:15 pm- 6:15 pm  
A Music Registration Afternoon will be held in the 
Music Department on Tuesday 8th December at 3:15 
pm for New Year 7 students (2010 intake) who wish 
to learn an instrument.  Year 7 students and parents 
will be able to meet the PHSC Music staff and enrol 
on the day.  Music Suppliers will also be in 
attendance to assist with your child’s music needs. 
New students to PHSC are also welcome to attend 
the afternoon if they wish to enrol in Instrumental 
Music for 2010.   
 
Return PHSC Hired Instruments Year 11 & 12  
2009 Instrumental lessons are now completed for 
Year 11 and 12 students. The Music Department 
requires hired instruments  to be returned to Robyn 
Woodhouse in the Music Office to be checked off as 
returned.  
If you have any music books that belong to PHSC, 
please return them by April 8  to the Music Office. 
 
Term 4 Dates  
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